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Why did God destroy Uzzah? 
2 Samuel 6:1-15 

    
2 Sam 6:1-15 David again brought together out of Israel chosen men, thirty thousand in all.  He and all his 
men set out from Baalah of Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name 
of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark.  They set the ark of God on 
a new cart and brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, 
were guiding the new cart with the ark of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of it. David and the whole 
house of Israel were celebrating with all their might before the LORD, with songs and with harps, lyres, 
tambourines, sistrums and cymbals. When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and 
took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. The LORD's anger burned against Uzzah because of his 
irreverent act; therefore God struck him down and he died there beside the ark of God. Then David was angry 
because the LORD's wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that place is called Perez Uzzah. David 
was afraid of the LORD that day and said, "How can the ark of the LORD ever come to me?"  He was not willing to 
take the ark of the LORD to be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it aside to the house of Obed-
Edom the Gittite. The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and 
the LORD blessed him and his entire household. Now King David was told, "The LORD has blessed the household of 
Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God." So David went down and brought up the ark of 
God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. When those who were carrying the ark 
of the LORD had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. David, wearing a linen ephod, danced 
before the LORD with all his might, while he and the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with 
shouts and the sound of trumpets. NIV 
 
What does David Forget? What do we all forget? Wise Counsel. Why was David Angry?  
     
2 Sam 5:17-19 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over Israel, they went up in full 
force to search for him, but David heard about it and went down to the stronghold. Now the Philistines had 
come and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; so David inquired of the LORD, "Shall I go and attack the 
Philistines? Will you hand them over to me?" The LORD answered him, "Go, for I will surely hand the Philistines 
over to you." NIV 
    
2 Sam 5:20-25 So David went to Baal Perazim, and there he defeated them. He said, "As waters break out, 
the LORD has broken out against my enemies before me." So that place was called Baal Perazim. The Philistines 
abandoned their idols there, and David and his men carried them off.  Once more the Philistines came up and 
spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; so David inquired of the LORD, and he answered,"  Do not go straight up, 
but circle around behind them and attack them in front of the balsam trees. As soon as you hear the sound of 
marching in the tops of the balsam trees, move quickly, because that will mean the LORD has gone out in front of 
you to strike the Philistine army." So David did as the LORD commanded him, and he struck down the Philistines 
all the way from Gibeon to Gezer. NIV 
 
What decision have you made recently without inquiring of God?  
 
1 Chron 13 David conferred with each of his officers, the commanders of thousands and commanders of 
hundreds. He then said to the whole assembly of Israel, "If it seems good to you and if it is the will of the LORD 
our God, let us send word far and wide to the rest of our brothers throughout the territories of Israel, and also 
to the priests and Levites who are with them in their towns and pasturelands, to come and join us. Let us bring 
the ark of our God back to us, for we did not inquire of it during the reign of Saul." The whole assembly agreed 
to do this, because it seemed right to all the people. So David assembled all the Israelites, from the Shihor 
River in Egypt to Lebo Hamath, to bring the ark of God from Kiriath Jearim. David and all the Israelites with 
him went to Baalah of Judah (Kiriath Jearim) to bring up from there the ark of God the LORD, who is enthroned 
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between the cherubim — the ark that is called by the Name. They moved the ark of God from Abinadab's house 
on a new cart, with Uzzah and Ahio guiding it. David and all the Israelites were celebrating with all their might 
before God, with songs and with harps, lyres, tambourines, cymbals and trumpets. When they came to the 
threshing floor of Kidon, Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the ark, because the oxen stumbled. The LORD's 
anger burned against Uzzah, and he struck him down because he had put his hand on the ark. So he died there 
before God. Then David was angry because the LORD's wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that 
place is called Perez Uzzah. David was afraid of God that day and asked, "How can I ever bring the ark of God 
to me?" He did not take the ark to be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it aside to the house of 
Obed-Edom the Gittite. The ark of God remained with the family of Obed-Edom in his house for three months, 
and the LORD blessed his household and everything he had. NIV 
 
Why consult man when God had already given him these instructions?  
 
Who is receiving your blessing? 
 
Num 4:4-6 When the camp is to move, Aaron and his sons are to go in and take down the shielding curtain and 
cover the ark of the Testimony with it. Then they are to cover this with hides of sea cows, spread a cloth of 
solid blue over that and put the poles in place. NIV 
 
Num 7:6-9 So Moses took the carts and oxen and gave them to the Levites. He gave two carts and four oxen 
to the Gershonites, as their work required, and he gave four carts and eight oxen to the Merarites, as their 
work required. They were all under the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron, the priest. But Moses did not give 
any to the Kohathites, because they were to carry on their shoulders the holy things, for which they were 
responsible. NIV 
 
God had plainly revealed His will but David had a better idea...one he had learned from the pagan 
Philistines. Put it on a new Cart? 
 
What is better, a worthy purpose or a proper spirit? Pursuing the right end does not automatically imply using 
the right means.  
 
But why did the Lords anger break out against Uzzah if David was at fault? The Lord had plainly taught that the 
Kohathite, the Levite family designated to carry the Ark “But they must not touch the holy things or they will 
die.” Num 4:15 NIV 
 
Even if Uzzah was not a Kohathite he would know what the law taught in Number 4 and 7, and so would David. 
God not only keeps his promises but also fulfills his threats.  
 
When the Philistines, who had no access to the special revelation of God, sinned by touching the Ark of God and 
using a new cart to transport it, God’s anger did not burn against them.  
 
1 Sam 6:7-9 "Now then, get a new cart ready, with two cows that have calved and have never been yoked. 
Hitch the cows to the cart, but take their calves away and pen them up. Take the ark of the LORD and put it on 
the cart, and in a chest beside it put the gold objects you are sending back to him as a guilt offering. Send it on 
its way." NIV 
 
Rule of thumb: When in doubt of what a bible passage says pray over it and consider the character of God. This 
is why God is more merciful of those who have less knowledge of His will that those who are more 
knowledgeable.  
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Jesus said in Matt 11:23-24 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the 
depths. If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to 
this day. But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the Day of Judgment than for you." NIV  
 
Uzzah’s motives, like David’s were pure, but he disregarded the Word of God, just as David did. Thus one sin 
leads to another.  
 
God displays this line of demarcation when His people finally get the Ark of God back in 1 Sam 6:19-20 But 
God struck down some of the men of Beth Shemesh, putting seventy of them to death because they had looked 
into the ark of the LORD. The people mourned because of the heavy blow the LORD had dealt them, and the men 
of Beth Shemesh asked, "Who can stand in the presence of the LORD, this holy God? To whom will the ark go up 
from here?" NIV 
 
The situation with Uzzah can be contrasted with the Philistines in the test presented in 1 Sam 6:7-9 "Now 
then, get a new cart ready, with two cows that have calved and have never been yoked. Hitch the cows to the 
cart, but take their calves away and pen them up. Take the ark of the LORD and put it on the cart, and in a chest 
beside it put the gold objects you are sending back to him as a guilt offering. Send it on its way, but keep 
watching it. If it goes up to its own territory, toward Beth Shemesh, then the LORD has brought this 
great disaster on us. But if it does not, then we will know that it was not his hand that struck us and 
that it happened to us by chance." NIV 
 
So in the 7 months that the Ark of God was with the Philistines in what is now known as Gaza, calamity struck 
each city the Ark was taken into.  
 
What plans do you devise to test God? Does the Lord need to deliver you a heavy blow for not sharing 
what He has taught you regarding his gospel?  
One of the most “Old Testament” cases for trivializing that which is holy can be seen in Leviticus when Nadab 
and Abihu offered strange fire before the Lord. Lev 10:1-3 Aaron's sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, 
put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his 
command. So fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 
Moses then said to Aaron, "This is what the LORD spoke of when he said: "'Among those who approach me I will 
show myself holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored.'" NIV  
 
How do you approach the Lord...with the highest degree of alertness, caution and sensitivity? 
 
How does our society approach the Lord...or common, trite and secular? 
 
What can you do to change or improve your attitude of who God is?  
 
What can you do to change or improve our society’s attitude of who God is?  
 


